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medium height, and sl 
her bearing was at once graceful and 
igni Hers was a noble count- 
enance, the forehead being ‘unusually 
high and expansive, and the features, 
of a slightly Hebrew cast, exquisitely 
cut as those of artistic specimen of 

the sculptor’s art. The most striki 

feature of all were those wonderf 


eyes, dee netrating, full of mean- 
ing and ‘etelligen often illumined 
with poetic fire. They were indeed 


the windows of a noble soul. Her 
conversation was charming, ev 
word being distinctly articulated, 
while her sentences were admirably 
constructed. In s and action 
she was thoughtful and deliberate. 
While of susceptible and delicate or- 
ism, and in every way womanly, 
e had great decision of character. 
So deep were her convictions and po- 
tent her sense of morality, that we 
believe she would more readily have 
surrendered her life than acted in op- 
position to them. 
was the daughter of Oliver 
was born January 21, 1804, in 
Becket, Berkshire County, Mass, She 
was consequently aged eighty-three 
— ten months and fourteen days. 
he was the second in a family of 
seven children, and was of unmixed 
Puritan stock, all lines of her ancestry 
running back through pure streams 
of New England blood. The Snow 
family, from which she was descended, 
was of Massachusetts, while her mo- 
ther’s family, the Pettibones, was of 
Connecticut. During her infancy her 
nts removed to tua, Portage 
unty, Ohio, where five more chil- 
dren were born to them. Her father 
‘was a farmer by occupation, but much 
of his time was devoted to public 
business, and he was under the neces- 
sity of enlisting her services in the 
capacity of secretary, a species of 
employment for which her natural 
oa ities rendered her well adapted. 
he was well skilled in household 
accomplishments, such as needlework 
and the like, but she possessed a lite- 
rary talent which was destined to 
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eclipse all acquirements. 
In early youth she began 22 
or various publications, 
bad won quite a reputation amon 
some of the publishers whom she had 
favored with the productions of her 
pen. This is sufficiently attested by 
the circumstance of her being request- 
ed to write, for publication, a requiem 
for John Adams and Thomas Jeffer- 
son, whose simultaneous death, on the 
nation’s natal day, 1826, afforded to 
the young authoress a theme well 
fitted for the lofty and patriotic spirit 
that always character her muse. 
The ap nce of this poem, written 
when she was but twenty-two years 
of age, was an event that ushered her 
fully 
e was thoroughly and care 
educated schools of — 
region in which she was reared, an 
in her girlhood became acquainted 
with Alexander Campbell, the noted 
scholar and theologian, and founder 
of the Campbellite sect; and also with 
Walter Scott and Sidney Rigdon, able 
co-laborers with Mr. Campbell. These 
were men of erudition, and they took 
ins to assist her in the study of the 
— especially the prophecies 
of the Old Testament. It is probable 
that her Scriptural studies under 
their tuition, aided in preparing her 
mind to receive the Gospel in its full- 


ness, 

Early in the year 1835 Sister Eliza’s 
elder sister visited the Saints at Kirt- 
land, and was deeply impressed with 
their,teachings. Her testimony caused 
Sister Eliza to fear that the news of 
the proclamation of the Gospel by 
the Prophet Joseph was too joyful to 
be true. She pursued her investiga- 
tions for a short time, with increasin 
faith, and at length was bapti 
April 5, 1835. In the following De- 
cember she removed to Kirtland and 
became an inmate of the Prophet 
Joseph’s household, boarding with his 
family and teaching a select school 
for young ladies. 

On New Year’s Day, 1837, a pain- 
ful scene took place in which she was 
the central figure, and which is virtu- 
ally described in her poem, “ What 
it is to be a Saint.” On that day she 
bade farewell to her home, Ue fond 
associations of youth and flatter- 


2 
strongly individualized her, was re- 

markably considering the 

weakness of | 
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were opening be- 
fore her, dein telly determined to 
unite forever her fortunes with those 
of the persecuted Saints. It is sup- 
poser that she wrote the poem re- 
erred to at about this time, and that 
in it are shown forth mental struggles 
and experiences of her own. She re- 
turned to the home of the ees, 
became governess to his children, an 
was companion to his wife Emma for 
a number of years. 

Her intimate association with 
Joseph the Seer, ripened into a holy 
consummation, and she, in the year 
1843, became his wife, in accordance 
with the sacred ordinance of heaven, 
and the direct command of God to 
her husband. She thus became one 
of the first women of this dispensa- 
tion to enter the sacred and divine 
order of plural marriage. 

She generously gave her patrimony 
for the completion of the Kirtland 
Temple, and when the Saints there, 
yielding to the pressure of the perse- 
cution which raged with increased 
fierceness after the dedication of that 
structure, removed westward, she ac- 
companied them, locating first at Far 
West and afterward at Adam-ondi- 
Ahman, in Missouri. To recount that 
portion of her life which was 
in Missouri, would be but to repeat 
the oft told tale of persecution, wrong 
and outrage to which the Saints there 
were subjected. Suffice it to say that 
Sister Eliza bore a part in some of the 
most prominent and painful scenes 
that go to make up the history of 
those times, and shared in the exodus 
of the Saints to Illinois. She stopped 
for a short time at Quincy, and 1— 
wards went to Lima, supporting her- 
self by needlework. 

In the summer of 1839 Sidney Rig- 
don sent for her to go to Nauvoo to 
teach his family school, and that city 
was her home until the expulsion 
from it of the people of her choice. 
During those years a lofty and pro- 
phetic as well as poetical inspiration 
seemed almost constantly to rest upon 
her, ＋ shines forth in radiant power 
in the 


ms written by her during 


In ‘the first organization of a Relief 
Society, effected in Nauvoo under the 
personal 


supervision of the Prophet 


Joseph Smith, Sister Eliza was chosen 
secretary; and in the organization of 
those same beneficent institutions in 
the various Stakes and Wards of the 
Church, since it located in the moun- 
manly sphere, ng part. 
connection with her labors among the 
Relief Societies, she was long and ac- 
tively e in organizing the 
Young ies Mutual Improvement 
and Primary Associations, taking al- 
most, if not quite as prominent, a part 
in the work of their establishment, as 
in that of the Relief Societies. 

Early in February, 1845, Sister 
Smith crossed the Mississippi River, 
on the occasion of the third great exo- 
dus from their homes of her le 
since her connection with them. She 
was traveling with the family of 
Colonel Stephen Markham, a staunch 
friend of her husband’s, and certain 
incidents and misfortunes occurred to 
the party which rendered it necessary 
for Sister Smith to drive an ox team 
from Mt. Pi to the Missouri River. 
At Winter Quarters she suffered ter- 
ribly from exposure and sickness, and 
at one time lay nigh unto death. 
Early in June, 1847, she started from 
Winter Quarters, with the family of 
Brother Robert Pierce, and in the 
company led by Jedediah M. Grant, 
on the weary journey to Great Salt 
Lake Valley, following closely in the 
wake of the Pioneers. She arrived at 
her Journey's end early in October. 
President Brigham Young provided 
her a home with his family immedi- 
ately after her arrival, and she there- 
after continued an inmate of his 
household. 

The inspiration which vitalized her 
pen, and brought from it words as im- 
perishable as the language, was not 
suppressed even under the most trying 
and adverse circumstances; and at 
frequent iatervals of her weary jour- 
ney she produced poems of rare 
beauty, 

Our sister is not dead; she simply 
sleeps, her intelligent part having 
gone to that bright sphere where the 
just await the time of their redemp- 
tion, when there will be a reunion of 
the spirit with the body through the 
power of the resurrection. ving 
slept in peace, she has secured her 
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title to be among the heavenly throng | been sung times without vum 

that will accompany the Lord of glory | would be sufficient to a het 

hen He shall come to this creation | fame in this direction. The opening 
take the reins of its government. | lines are: 

to mingle with the right- o my Father, Thou that dwellest 


kept the faith; to as- 
| 0 tion, to And again 
a in the 
eternities to come. e was beloved pod —— 


re, where 
of the doctrine of the pre-existence of 
she 
ho 
tiply, as truth lines: 
Truthtis reason; truth eternal 


— taper — ap The foregoing poetical embodiment 
irits is not more striking than the 
ughts enclosed in the concluding 
truth in an unceasing round. In the heavens are parents single? 
eet one under the direc- No; the thought makes reason stare 
Priesthood in organizi 
e mem 
ages and forwarding the work of bers 
ugh whom the Holy; 
— those gifts — graces of the 
Gospel of the eemer that charac- 
terized the disciple of the ‘Church of 
Christ in ancient times! and which 
also exist in it as revealed anew in 
this dispensation. It was delightful 
- — 2 ＋ to the exercise 
y her o gift of tongues, accom- 
panied always by an influence of inex- 
while she was in life, and omg sweetness and comfort, or to 
they will continue to emulate the | bear her give the interpretation of the 
virtues and noble traits with which | Manifestations of the same gift opera- 
her whole career bas been fruitful to | ting.through herself, and ot She 
an extraordinary degree. also ‘exhibited on occasions the pro- 
There was a marked harmony be- phetic power. The latest of her pre- 
tween the qualities of the heart and dictions in this regard was to the 
the gifts of the intellect of this re- effect. that a time of severe trial for 
markable woman. She was a poet of the Saints was approaching, beyond 
the first order, all her poetic products | Which there was a glorious outcome 
being: of a most exalting aracter. for the faithful. It may be said con- 
Dome of them are as sublime as ever | Corning her that she was indeed an 
were penned. Oue alone which has | elect lady.”—Deseret News. 
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. Cannon, one Many of them had received the mes- 

First Seven Presidents of the | sage in {foreign lands, and had ga- 

Seventies; delivered in the Taber- | theredfin obedience thereto; that they 

nacte, Salt Lake City. Elder Can- | might more fully,learn the way to 

! non began — by saying: eternal life. Faibb had been begotten 
in the hearts of the Sainte when they 
| Moor of the congregation-present had heard the divine message: Ney de- 
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lieved in God the Eternal Father, in 
His Son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy 
Ghost. They also believed in the 
atonement of Obrist, and that they 
had committed sin, and that repent- 
ance and a remission of sinus was ne- 
—— for them. They understood 
that they were in a condition of pro- 
bation upon earth, to prepare for the 
future. When they had repented of 
their sins, they accepted the doctrine 
of baptism, and received of that ordi- 


nance. Only those who had experi- p 


enced this could realize the joy that 
came upon them, and the testimony 
they received when they conformed to 
these principles and had hauds laid 
upon them for the gift of the Holy 

ost. They knew they had entered 
upon the that 


bring them 
eternal life. 

It was too frequently the case that 
the first principles 
of the Gospel did not seek for a con- 
tinuation of the they had 
been permitted to enjoy, that the Holy 
Ghost might be within them as a light 
to guide them to certain victory. Un- 
less the Saints had this testimony con- 
tinually with them, they could not 
hope to overcome evil. The present 
was an — remarkable scenes, and 
the people did not fully realize the 
marvelous. work the Almighty was 
bringing about. The children of Is- 
rael never suffered so y as just 
— to their deliverance, but when 

clouds were darkest the — 
was hastening their victory, and 
came in such a manner that their op- 
pressors realized that there was a God 
in Israel. Jesus was sorely tried and 
tempted, and when He overcame the 
temptations placed before Him by 


Satan, the Evil One fled and had no | i 


power over Him. His sufferings in 
the flesh were so great that He sweat 


drops of blood, and He 


Na triumph thea, though His dis- 


taken the earthy wouth $0 


all eternity. His Gospel had again 
been restored in thia, the dispensa- 
tion of the fullness of times The 
angel seen by John the Revelator had 
come, and the Gospel he restored was 
being preached, and would continue 

every creature should hear it. 
Times like these, though they try 
men’s souls, are not un 
the Saints. 


efforts of the wicked, and ey ask 


The children of Israel 
against the Lord in the wilderness, 
notwithstanding the t miracles 
He had shown. But God caused that 
manna — — heaven to 
appease their huager, and gave 
— heart’s — order that 
might them whether 
serve Him. But scarcal fad this 
event transpired when they aay be 
gan to murmur; and continually, even 
when borders of the 

and 


upon 
mised land, did they lain 
falter; they — — 

been — 
to die in — The was 
wroth, and said He would destro 
them; but Moses pleaded with God, 
and He decreed that none of those 
who came out of Egypt should en 
the land, except Joshua 


Oale 

All through the history of the Saints 
it was shown that in the times of trial 
Satan had tempted them to m 
and when they had done so they co 
te vye of faith the work- 


revelation given J 23, 1837, the 


Lord said to the Latter-day Sainte: 


| 
| 


ress themselves as fearful of the 
bring to us the relief we 80 much 
need, and which He has promised? 
owing this course, the Nephites were 
destroyed; and the reason the Saints 
were in their present tion was 
because of their for In a 
„Father, Thy will be done.” When 
— 4 — by all — taken 
to His „it was then His great Beto vengeance cometh speedily urg 
triumph came, aud He burst the bonds the tnbableames of the earth, a day of wrath 
of death and opened the way of eter- | a day of burning, a day of 5 ren 
nal Hie to all mankind. It was only weeting. mouruing lauren 2 
alter He had been left alone, when fas at che carth saith the Lod 
all human help had gone, that God's And my house shall it ana 


6 
First among those among saith the 
who have professed to my name 
and have not known me, and have blas- 


ves concerning 
Umsch in thie place saith the 
But purify your hearts before me, and 
then go ye into all the world and preach my 
8 every creature who has not 
ved it. 


In 1834, on Fishing River, the Lord 
also gave a revelation showing to the 
A His will was, and said: 


Behold, I say unto you, were it not for 
the porate Loe of my ple, speaking 
concerning the Church not individuals, 
they might have been redeemed even now; 

t behold, they have not learned to be 
obedient to the things which I required at 
their hands, but are full of all manner of 
evil, and do not impart of their substance 
as becometh Saints, to the poor and afflicted 
them, 

are not united according to the 
union required by the law of the celesti 


ion cannot be built up unless it be 
the prin 


iples of the law of the celestial 
om, I cannot receive her 
unto myself; 
And my le must needs be chastened 
until they obedience, if it must needs 
be, by the things which they suffer. 


This is the word of the Lord. If it 
had been possible for the Saints to 
have been freed from oppression at 
that time, is it not possible at the 
present time, if the people are in a 
proper condition? ow long would 
redemption be withheld from Zion if 
the law of the celestial kingdom pre- 
vailed in their midst—if there was no 
wrong-doi Their trials 
vanish as the dew before the 


in Israel? 


woul 
rising sun. Theif enemies would fear 
to come among a people with whom 

's power was 80 greatly manifest. 


People could not say He was unjust 
in withholding His deliverance if they 
were to mingle with those who pro- 
fessed to be Saints. The —— 
of God have commenced at His house. 

The — rienced op- 
pression, and they would continue to 
suffer till they had faith in Him, and 
till all th was subject to Him. 
Then d they find that their deli- 
verance had come. These events were 
not far off. The greatest trials pre- 
cede the greatest victories, and there 
are many gray haired veterans here 


a moral co 


against them. 
— pase into 1 western 
Wi and their appeals for redress 
were unheeded. Would co 
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to-day who will witness the deliver- 
ance of Zion and the freedom of the 
people of God, for they would turn 
to Him. But the Saints still have a 

t deal to pass through, and the 
ury of Satan ‘will be aroused to the 
utmost against them. 

One of the greatest influences for 
evil was the effort to lead the children 
of the Saints from the paths of recti- 
tude. The older members of the 
Church were com tively free from 
temptation in this direction, having 
been grounded in their faith by the 
manifestations they had beheld of 
God’s power; but among the 50,000 
children who attended the Sabbath 
schools are the greatest efforts used 
to make “Mormonism” unpopular. 
And it is among their children that 
the Saints will meet one of their great- 
est trials—in the midst of a civiliza- 
tion which degrades mankind. It is 
an evil — which the Saints should 
muster all their strength, they should 
instill into the hearts of their children 
that will enable them 
to stand by principle, even though it 
brings death, a moral courage that 
teaches them to fear only God, and 
trust implicitly in Him. 

The children of the Saints are called 
cowards for standing by the religion 
of their fathers, but there were no 
braver people than the Latter-da 
Saints. No braver man than Jose 
Smith ever lived. When he received 
a vision from heaven he was turned 
upon and ridiculed and persecuted. 
But — 4 only a boy he was not to 
be turned aside, but o the com- 
mandments of through his 
life he had to meet the scorn of an un- 
believing generation, and finally had 
to seal his testimony with his blood. 
His followers had suffered all things 
that a people could do and live. They 

thered around the centre stake of 

ion, and there purchased homes. 
Butthey were whipped and driven and 
murdered. and again they 
were driven, and finally built a city 
and Temple at Nauvoo. While there 
their Prophet and Patriarch were 
murdered because of the prejudice 
Shortly thereafter the 


wards have 


| 
ed i me in the midst of my | 

the 
7 see to it that . trouble not 
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submitted to all this for their religion? 
No, they would have turned their 
backs on it and succumbed to the 
powers of evil. But the Saints knew 
the God in whom they trusted, and 
He wrought out a deliverance for 
t required courage 

Latter-day Saints had done—to do as 
they were doing to-day. Those who 
could do this were not to be overcome 
by any persecution. Let those who 
think the Saints can be overcome, go 
to the houses of those who are suffer- 
ing, and listen to the prayers of their 
wives and little ones. They are like 
one of the sisters whose husband was 
murdered for the truth’s sake, and 
who declared to those who endeavored 
to turn her from the Gospel, that with 
God’s help the memory of her hus- 
band and his martyrdom would be 
kept green in the hearts of his chil- 
dren, and they would be taught to 
devote their lives to the cause in which 
his had been sacrificed. 

The Saints are not suffering for 
themselves alone. There are others 
who will be benefited in the struggle 
for human rights. The Saints believe 
this land is the only one where the 
Church can be established; they be- 
lieve this government to be the best 
and most liberal in its inception upon 
the face of the earth; they believe 
that they will yet step forth and lift 
up the Constitution and save it from 
destruction; they believe that in this 

vernment will be established the 

ingdom and government of God. 
An . will keep these things in 
view. ere are glorious times await- 
ing them. God has delivered them 
time and again, and has blessed them 


to do as the da 


in numberless ways. Prosperity had 
followed in their footsteps, and the 
wants of the poor and needy are sup- 
shou ut they are approxima 
to that desirable end, when none will 
suffer for the necessaries of life. The 

y will come when the 2 
of God will be united temporarily and 
spiritually; when all will have what 
they need and to spare, and all thin 

ill work ther for the establish- 
ment of s kidgdom. All the 
events that are occurring are doing 
something toward the end. 

Those who labor among the youth 

nce to guide them aright. ey 
Should teach them to walk in the 
light, and if all the Saints do this, the 

wer of God will rest upon them and 

ion will arise and shine. It is the 
privilege of the Saints to know the 
will of the Lord. They are not sub- 
ject to any Priesthood or man unless 
they know that which they have re- 
ceived is of God; that they know it, 
not because certain men have taught 
it, but because the Almighty b 
revealed it — — — — ars liv- 
ing properly the ow that every 
step of the Oho is of God. They 
should walk in the straight and nar- 
row path, that their lives might be 
approved of Him. It is futile to say 
that “Mormonism” will soon be a 
thing of the past. It has been reveal- 
ed to stay, and will be established for 
all eternity, and no power can check 
it. It will be presented to every son 
and daughter of God for their salva- 
tion or condemnation, according as 
they accept or reject it. 


Vistas in ite grandest is neither move ner less then fellowing 


dam AN Loss.—Every one who suffers himself to be so carried away by the loye of 
gain, or the pursuit of fame, or the desire for pleasure, or any other single object, as to 
neglect the plain and regular duties which fall to his lot, or the rightful elaims which 
family and friends make upon him, sacrifices by so much his personal character, his 
social value, and his permanent happiness. No amount of business enterprise or suc- 
cess can make up for a neglected family; no amount of secial esteem and popularity 
can atone for a reckless use of money; no ameunt ef self-indulgent pleasure can com- 
pensate for broken health or a disturbed conscience. Each quality, sooner or later, 
visibly er in secret, brings out its just result. The grain of weakness brings ruin to 
the mass of strength; the drop of folly spills the cup of wisdom. 


| 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 1888. 


THE NEW YEAR. 

| 
Tx past year has departed and has borne its record to heaven of us and all 
people. It is a solemn reflection that we shall most assuredly have to meet 
our individual records, when we have to give an answer for the deeds done 
in the body. And it will be well for the Saints to review their acts of the 
past year, and see if they have made any progress towards that perfection 
required by the Savior when He said: “ Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

As the disciples of Jesus Christ we should be a progressive people—ad- 
vancing in purity of heart, of thought and action. We cannot consistently 
profess to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, unless we adopt the principles 
He taught. We must do the will of the Father to be justified by faith. It 
is one thing to believe in God, and another to believe the dogmas of man- 
made systems, To believe in God and in Jesus Christ, is to believe in and 
practice the principles He has taught, and to be led by the revelations of the 
Father through the Holy Ghost—God’s minister. It is just as true to-day 
gs when it was uttered, that “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghost.” The ‘Saints have received this Spirit, and so long as 
they enjoy ite fellowship they have a living testimony and can calmly trust 
in God. He requires that we should make some progress under such favor- 
able circumstances, and that is why we say we should review our lives and 
see how much better we are to-day than when we were “born again.” Our 
eyes are sometimes blinded by observing the actions of others who are fool- 
ish enough to do and say things not consistent with the character of a Saint 
Dan we be justified in any wrong because someone else is guilty of folly? All 
evil doing is subject to penalties, and in due t. me punishment will overtake 
the transgressor. Meantime it will be very unwise for anyone to justify him- 
self in ainning because his brother breaks God's law. 

It ia our duty to contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints. Faith 
is the gift of God, and like all other gifts or blessings, can only be obtained 
from Him. ‘Now it must be very evident that if we know anything about 
“the Gospel, it is because He has taught us, and He has done so because we 
desired it and sought to Him for this knowledge. It is also just as true that 
f we are making any progress in the kingdom of God, or Ohurch of @hrist 
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we are doing 80 because we want to, and are striving to prove to God we ere 
in earnest by the record of ourcdaily lives. There is a cause to every effect 
We sss those who are diligentfand§who live their religion making progress in 
the knowledge of God. This is manifested by the interest they take in the 
work, their faithfulness in attending to their duties, their cheerful spirit and 
satisfaction they have in the work of God. Well, this class desire to enjoy 
the bleasing of God, and they seek for the development of the attributes that 
lead to so much happiness, andjit is His good pleasure to grant it unto all 
those who eo desire it, The consequence is, they have great happiness and 
peace, and are not in doubt, because theyjhave an unction from the Holy One 
and they know all things. This Spirit is enjoyed by all the Saints who love the 
Lord Jesus and have pleasure in righteousness. 

There is another class who profess to be Saints (we have often marveled 

why they did so, but presume they were honest when they embraced the 
Gospel), who seem to have failed to live its principles. These have not so 
earnestly sought the valued fellowship of the Holy Ghost. They may be 
likened to those in the parable of the sower who, when they heard, received 
the word with joy, but it had no root in them; who for a while believed, but 
in time of temptation have fallen; orjwho are choked with the cares, riches, 
and pleasures of this life, bringing no fruit to perfection. 
_ There appears to be three classes in the kingdom of God—the good, not so 
good, and the good for nothing. All members of the Church belong to one 
of these classes. We all make,our own individual records; something no 
one else can do for us, We have our own peculiar identity, and we cannot 
very well be anybody else; but our individuality can be greatly improved. 
No one knows the motive that prompts us to take the course we do save 
God. He knows us far better than we do ourselves, 

Now, for the benefit of those who, though weak, desire to do the will of 
God, we would say, humble yourselves before the Lord and earnestly ask in 
all humility that He will pardon all the errors and transgressions of the past, 
and give you grace and power to more fully develop the better part of your 
nature and subdue the evil. As you are entering a New Year, and will 
write upon the pages of an unseen‘book the history of your future life, pray 
for strength that you may be able to keep them as clean and pure as possible, 
and make as good a record as you possibly can. When we pray we must be 
in earnest. We must desire in our hearte what we ask for, and be willing to 
do our part by fulfilling the conditions upon which the blessings are pro- 
mised. In the Church of Christ those who succeed in the battle of life are 
they who learn the will of God and do it. This is the secret of success. 
Those who do the will of the Father know of the doctrine. They are the 
willing and obedient; they have a light within themselves, and they consti- 
tute what we call by comparison the good. These are the happiest people— 
they are the salt of the earth, and they grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of God. 

We have accepted the word, of God delivered to this generation, and He 
has promised us remissiou of sins on condition that we serve Him and keep 
His commandments, and not only that, but by doing so the good within us 
is brought to the surface, and we naturally progress im truth and righteous- 


| 


10 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


ness upon common sense principles. We learn to do right and cease to do 
evil. Thus our character is improved and God is glorified in our good works, 
because He is our Father. He loves righteousness, and those who love 
righteousness are His children in very deed. 

In our meditations we often think that if we were as kind to ourselves as 
God is kind to us, what happiness we would enjoy and what a glorious future 
would lie before us. What is to prevent us, the present year, from more 
completely reforming our lives and more thoroughly improving our character! 
There is nothing if we wish todo so. It all hinges on this important question, 
What is the secret desire of our hearts? Do we want to serve God and keep 
His commandments? If so, what is there to prevent us? “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” We cannot fear a being in whom we have 
no faith, but if we honestly acknowledge Him to be our Father and our God, 
and look unto Him for our present blessings and future reward, it is very 
natural that we should fear to take any course to displease Him or to grieve 
His Holy Spirit. This is the result of pure intelligence. To believe in God 
is to believe that He is, that He exists, and that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him. The facts are, that all we enjoy we receive from 
Him. Our life; our food and raiment, all we possess have been given to us 
in the bountiful providences of our heavenly Father. He is willing for us to 
‘enjoy much greater prosperity and far greater blessings if we will listen to 
His counsels and do His will. é 

We kindly exhort all the Saints to seek to improve, for there is room for 
improvement in the best of us. We are engaged in a progressive work. We 
have entered into the service of the Almighty, and He expects us to be 
valiant for the testimony of Jesus in all meekness and humility, and to set a 
good example in faith, virtue, honesty and true holiness. If we will do our 
duty and fulfill our part of the covenant to serve Him and keep His com- 
mandments, we may safely depend upon our heavenly Father fulfilling all 
He has promised, as He has said: “I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what 
{ say, but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise” (Doc. & Cov., 
sec. 82, verse 10). No people upon the face of the earth are so highly favored 
as the Latter-day Saints. They are the redeemed of the Lord, and have the 
knowledge of God. So, as we are entering upon a new page in the history of 
our lives with the New Year, let us be wise, trim our lamps and keep them 
burning. Profit by the experience of the past and turn over a new leaf— 
make a brighter record and improve our character by developing the better 
and brighter side of our nature. By so doing we will be far happier, advance 
in ote truth, enjoy more peace, and be able to glorify God in bearing 
mu it. 


OFFERINGS RECEIVED FoR Manti A Friend, E. A. Sims, 6d. 


For the past few months the Elders in London have met with considerable 
opposition from apostates and those whom they have deceived by their in- 
famous falsehoods respecting the character of the Saints in Utah. Among 
the latter is one James Shailor, who allowed his zeal in opposing the Saints 
to go so far as to disturb the Saints of the North London Branch in their 
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worship on the afternoon of the 11th of December, 1887. For this misde- 
meanor he was brought before the Clerkenwell Police Court. The result of 
that action may be learned from the following, which we clip from the 
Evening Express of this city: 

At the Clerkenwell Police Court, yesterday, (Dec. 29th), James Shailor, 44, 
a commercial traveler, was brought up on a warrant, before Mr. Bennett, for 
disturbing a congregation assembled for religious worship at Pentonville-hall, 
Clerkenwell. Evidence was given that on the afternoon of Dec. 11th a Mor- 
mon service was being held at the hall. While the congregation was bei 
addressed by Mr. Biggs, the defendant, between thirty and forty men an 
a entered, and they had not been there long before Shailor shouted out, 
“It’s a lie.” He was ejected, and his name and address were taken. A sum- 
mons was afterwards issued against him to ap before the Clerkenwell 
magistrate on Dec, 20th, but he failed to attend. The defendant admitted 
having interrupted the service in the way described. He felt strongly on the 
subject, as the preacher was deceiving the public. He, however, promised not 
to repeat the offense. Mr. Bennett said whatever views the defendant might 
entertain with regard to this sect, he must behave himself if he went to their 
services. He ordered the defendant to be bound over in the sum of £20 to 
keep the peace for six months. | 

The brethren of the London Conference are to be congratulated upon the 
successful termination of this case, for it virtually serves notice upon all their 
opponents that the Saints have a right to worship God acoording to the dic- 
tates of their consciences, so long as they interfere not with the rights or 
liberties of others, and the action of the court in this case is an earnest that 


they will be protected in the exercise of those rights. 


Patrence.—There is no kind of vocation, no degree, neither spiritual nor 
temporal, no estate and condition of life, which can lack this excellent virtue, 
Christian patience. For as it is some time day, some time night, other whiles 
pleasant and lusty Summer, and other whiles springtide, so the life of man 
and woman is mingled of sweet and sour things. It hath commodities and 
pleasures, and it hath griefs and displeasures. There be things that delight 
and refresh us, and there be as many things whith molest, sting and vex us. 
For who is there living, either temporal or spiritual, which can truly report 
that he hath had continual health and prosperity, without any storm of ad- 
versity? Wherefore patience is necessary unto all sorts of men. 


Most children are naturally affectionate, and therefore may be greatly in- 
fluenced through their feelings. Educate the heart, and not only the head. 
It is of course necessary to punish and correct children, but they see at once 
when it is done in love and when in anger; the former has a salutary effect, 
the latter only makes the child more obstinate, 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
— 
Baron and Baroness Albert Rothchild, of Vienna, have been declared Hoffahig—that 
is to say, that they will for the future be admitted to Court balls. This is the first time 


that such a privilege has been conceded in Austria to persons of the Jewish religion,and 
the event is causing asensation in Vienna society. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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A Daily Mreniele Vienna telegram says the new decree of expulsion directed against 
the foreign Jews in Russia, which affects some 36,000, chiefly Austrians, is pressing with 
crnshing effect upon rich and poor, but particularly upon the latter. All have received an 
intimation to wind up their affairs in the course of 1888. Even the largest merchants and 
bankers having only received a year’s grace in which to do so. As a consequences, large 
numbers of failures are already reported, and very many more will naturally follow. The 
considerable banking firm of Sussmann, of Warsaw, has already begun to liquidate its 
affairs, and this general withdrawal of capital will not only injure those at whom the 
decree is aimed, but also many native Russians and foreign firms. 

A violent hurricane, accompanied by a heavy snowfall, has passed over the greater 
part of Greece. Inthe Gulf of Patras over twenty-five vessels have been driven ashore 
Tus Sran or Beracenemu.—A considerable amount of curiosity has been excited by 

the expected reappearance in the present year of a periodic star, which has been observed 

at intervals of about 315 years, and which some persons have in the past identified with 
the Star of Bethlehem. During the current month the planet Venus has been very con- 
spicuous as a morning star, and many persons have imagined that this was the famous 
star of the Magi. A correspendent, who wrote to the Astronomer-Royal on the subject, 

has received the following reply:—‘‘ Royal Observatory, Greenwich, December 14.— 

Sir,— With reference to your letter of yesterday, I am requested by the Astronomer- 

Boyal to say that for some unaccountable reason the planet Venus has been supposed by 

some to be a reappearance of the Star of Bethlehem,’ but there is absolutely no founda- 

tion for any euch ridiculous notion. Venus is to be seen as a bright object in the early 

morning, rising in the east at about 4 a.m.—I am sir, your obedient servant, H. H. 

TUBNEB.” 


— — 


“OUR NATIONS DANGER.” 


ALL times are not alike. The grand ture, and seek to penetrate its mists 
and mighty march of history discloses | and to unfold those secreta hidden 
‘new phases of human character, and from mortal ken. A vague impres- 
new developments of buman events sion, of coming ill or coming g 
Like the shifting views of a kaleido- clouds or gilds the anticipations 
scope, the various periods of history | men. 
‘change their general complexion.| We may not be able to watch the 
Philosophers understand this, histor- | secret forces that are working in our 
-ians record it and none with truth can world,—the wind that blo where 
deny it. Hence, poets have sung of | it listeth; the electric currents, which 
a ae “golden age,” and histor- | in stillness nurse the thunder-storm, 
ians have written- of an “iron age,” and prepare its bolts, or the unseen 
and of the “dark ages;” most men | ether which bears to man, upon its 
now admit that we live in “an age of subtile undulations, the sunlight that 
marvels, an age of progress;” and | gladdens and beautifies the earth,— 
many are now looking forward to a yet we may be able to behold some of 
new era, a good time coming,” a day | the outward tokens of that Unseen 
of liberty and of peace, yet to dawn | Power who guides our race in its mo- 
upon the earth. mentous course and works out the 
Society is full of babbling voices, | mighty problem of human destiny. 
which proclaim in tones poetic, sub- e age in which we live is peculiar 
lime or — ing coming splen- in its religious, intellectual, scientific, 
dor of this new day. Discordant, it | political and social aspects. Let us 
may be, thode voices are; yet still they | notice some of these characteristics. 
indicate that many a watcher, upon; The world is wealthier to-day than 
his lonely tower, with anxious it ever was before And with the 
eyes toward the gloom-curtained fu- | possession of wealth, the love of it in- 
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grow rich in multitudes. 
trade, the int 
uities 

Hgnor trade, the kidnapping 
ase 


weak and 


times wealth rapidly advances amid 
rattle of machinery, where thou- 


13 


and power. Men boast of ik 


warlike 

pro of capacity for ind 
of eri — — vir- 
tue and of hearts they have broken. 
own portance. ey even 
give their alms amid a flourish of 
trumpets; and offer their prayers with 


ce 
id in oppression, crime and blood! 
re men, on its account, purer, holier 
and more like the Divine aster, who 
had not where to lay his head,” than 
er were in other and poorer days? 
he fact of the world’s increasing 
wealth, brings to our notice the un- 
limited avarice that prevails er 
men. It is not the i 
wealth that gratifies men now, it is 
the gaining of it. When once the 
demon avarice possesses a man, his 
desires are unlimited, save by t 
limit of his life. e human race 
have ever loved gold, but is not their 
love for it in the present intensi- 
fied? We need not refer to individual 


cases, the thefts, robberies and em- b 


ements, so often recorded in our 


vast 
schemes of unrighteousness so often 
— — in by —— to 
prove the avarice present age. 
This seems also to be an age of 
bombast — of proud and baseless 
boasting. Go where you will, there 
is a tof self- praise which 
little modesty and less worth. From 
the merchant who sells his goods by 
lying advertisements, to the lying la w- 
yer, or the statesman or senator who 


tism. Men. 


the same intolerable 
cast of taloute aad strength, of 


boast 


* uently” they 
of the age is that of which «progress 


he | manhood. 


talks fer buncombe in the forum, it is, 


grace.” Bat the so-called 


most. Of course the world is too 
iden man's Booptical philo- 

man’s origin. i tlo- 
sophers have “ — 22 too far and 
are too shrewd to believe in the exist- 
ence of a creating Deity. On the 
other hand they teach that man was 
originally a marine creature, a mol- 
lusk, an oyster, a clam or something 
of that kind. However, after long 
“ progression” the ancestors 


of 
of these 


the shape 
sing still the next grade led them 
within the confines of monkeydom, 
where, after sustaining the various 
relations of monkey, baboon, ourang- 
ou-tang gg they arrived at 
ence passing from sav- 
age to a barbarous condition, from 
barbarism to civilization, and. from 
civilization to infidelity, table tapping 
and spi 8 are graduate 
death, and then return to this 
wo levo r 
rid to devote their energies to 


unintelligible | 
trati ugh the aid of mediums of 
varied character and variable morality, 
how soon fools and their money can 
be in this mundane sphere. 

ride is another 
the present age —pride of every kin 
and grade, from the fallen angel to the 
fallen man—not merely national pride, 
and social pride, but religious pride 
as well. Behold the gran cathedrals, 
misnamed churches of .’Chirist, the 
seats of whieh are sold at such high 
rates that the pogr cannot purchase 
or hire them where the million- 


— 
— feeble races. At other 
= for scanty food and early | a reporter ready to tell through the 
graves, that a few capitalists may be- 
come wealthy and live in luxury. 
But whether wealth is atquired by 
swindling companies and fraudulent 
associations, or by honest toil, the 
fact remains that men heap up trea- 
sure and acquire wealth as they never 
did before. And is not the sign of 
the times a marked feature, in which 
they differ from all other times, from 
all other ages since the world began. 
And is this sign a hopeful one? Is 
arrived at the higt | 
estate of tadpole and pollywogs, and 
at length attained to the superior 
| 
daily journals. It will be sufficient to | various sublime and important occu- 
glance at the speculation and pecula- | pations, such as knocking over chairs, 
tion, the political bribery and public ; and ; out 
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eir splendor pretend to It is also a licentious age. In an 
our cities we may. cee, this 
lay His head. Beneath | dark and terrible picture of human 
Gothic: towers costing thousands of | vice. There in the haunts of the 
dollars they profess to adore Him who | crowded city women may be seen pin- 
was cradled in a manger, while under aie hunger, or vainly sighing for 
the very shadow of those towers, the -paid labor There crime, not in- 
for whom Christ died, are dustry; there | not charity; gives 
ishing with hunger and want. ith- | to her a scanty relief. In her hi 
in, amid waving plumes, the rustle of | we read the record of the crimes of 
ilks and satins, and the fragrance of | man. Upon her stricken soul rests 
— and pomatum, the Rev. Dr. the brand of his infamy; and * 
le lolls on his sofa, makes a beau- he may hold his head aloft while 
iful prayer,” and reads an essay on | wanders, as a defiled and outcast 
“the aesthetic tendencies of Chris- thing to a forgotten grave, yet we 


tianity,” or “the difference between | must read in the story of her sorrows 
the objective and the subjective,” etc. | the record of his guilt. 

To such an extent has pride degraded J. H. W. 
the churches of apostate Christianity 


UTAH NEWS. 
—0 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 


William Zabriskie, of Mount Pleasant, Sanpete County, has been appointed 
United States Commissioner. 

J. H. Johnson and Hannah E. Hoyt have been appointed postmasters 
respectively at Kanab and Orderville. 

The official documents authorizing the release of Rudger Clawson have 
reached Salt Lake, and he is now at liberty. 


Work on the Salt Lake Temple has closed for the winter. The Manti 
Temple is being furnished, and undoubtedly will soon be ready for dedica- 
tion. 

Harmel Christiansen, of Manti, Sanpete, has just bored a well on the west 
side of Sanpitch river, and has a flow of about twenty gallons per minute of 
good water. 

The Second District Court opened at Beaver, Dec. 5th, Judge Boreman 
presiding. A grand jury was selected from an open venire composed entirely 
of non - Mormons.” 
OC. S. King, editor of the Frisco Times, has been arrested for libeling Judge 
Boreman, the district and county officials, A. G. Campbell, and numerous 
other individ uals. | 

Charles Livingstone, of Salt Lake City, who was sentenced by Judge Zane 
on the 14th of Oct., 1887, to six months imprisonment and to pay a fine of 
one hundred dollars for unlawful cohabitation, has been pardoned by Presi- 
dent Cleveland. 

In Salt Lake City, accompanied by his daughter, Professor Heine, the blind 
musician, visited the Tabernacle and tried the organ. He was delighted with 
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the grand instrument, land his talent brought forth its powers and capabili- 
ties toa marked extent. 

Geo. J. Gould, son of the * was in Salt Lake on Tuesday, Dec. 
6th. He travels in a beautiful car, costing $40,000. He passed through 
Provo en route for Pueblo, shortly before one o'clock oa Wednesday afternoon. 
The train consisted of a dining car, a sleeper, and the car already mentioned. 


A new Stake of Zion has been organized in Idaho, called the Cassia Stake. 


The organization was effected by Apostle John W. Taylor and Elder Seymour 
B. Young of the First Seven Presidents of the Seventies. They commenced 
the performance of this duty on Nov. 19th, and completed the labor within 
ten days. 

Sunday, December 4th, a Conference of Seventies was held at Provo for Utah 
Stake, showing ten quorums all full and in good working order, with but one 
or two exceptions. There were present of the Presidency of the First 
Quorum H. S. Eldredge and S. B. Young. It was pronounced an unusually 
interesting Conference. 

A communication from an eastern mercantile house to their attorney at 
Provo about compromising a claim, says that it will be the first Mormon” 
debt that has not been paid 100 cents on the dollar, and they have taken 
particular pride in the Utah showing so far, as the “ Mormon” trade has 
certainly had an excellent financial record, and they dislike to see it broken, 
but would accept the compromise, etc. This seems about the way business 
men look on “ Mormon” trade generally. 


On the occasion of the visit to Salt Lake City of the Queen of the Sand- 
wich Islands, Governor John O. Dominus, one of her suite, in conversation 
with H. P. Richards, of Z. C. M. J., expressed a desire to try the planting of 
some lucern seedjon the Islands. He greatly admired the green lucern fields 
of Utah, and realized the value of the plant among his people if it could be 
grown successfully. Mr. Richards subsequently sent to Governor Dominus a 
hundred pounds of the seed, and has received from him a polite letter acknow- 
ledging the receipt of the same, and states that it has been distributed among 
grazers for the purpose of being planted. 

Marshal Dyer, on Monday, Dec. 5th, accompanied by his attorney, P. L. 
Williams, went to Ogden. In the Junction City he made a call on R J. 
Taylor, Esq., who is in charge of the Presiding Bishop’s business in the Weber 
Stake, and made a demand for the possession of the premises, offices, books, 
papers, etc. J. L. Rawlins, Esq., was present, and Mr. Taylor refused to 
accede to the demand. The property did not belong to the Church corpora- 
tion, for which the Marshal had been made receiver, and the premises were 
being held by the Presiding Bishop under a lease from the Weber Stake 
Association. Under this condition of things, as neither the title to the 
property nor the possession thereof had any connection with the property of 
the Church corporation, the refusal was made. A demand was next made on 
President L. W. Shurtliff for the personal property returned by the Trustee- 


in-Trust to the donors, the Church Association of the Weber Stake. The 


receiver also met with a refusal to this request. 
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